
Q&A Session 

September 5, 2012 

3:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

 You will need speakers to hear the audio in this AdobeConnect session. 

 

 Please run the Audio Setup Wizard under the Meeting menu before the 

meeting begins. 

 

 Please post any questions and comments in the Chat box. Responses 

will be posted on the OPI Tech Readiness site.  

 

 The session will be recorded and posted to the OPI Tech Readiness site.  

 

http://opi.mt.gov/groups/trt 
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TechReadiness Tool Open for Updates 



The Technology Readiness Tool assesses current capacity and 
compares that to the technology that will be needed to administer 
the Smarter Balanced online assessments in four areas: 

 

• Computers and other devices 

• Ratio of devices to test-takers 

• Network and infrastructure 

• Personnel (staffing and training) 

 

Reports always available! 
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Computers and other devices 



Ratio of devices to test-takers 

 



Network and infrastructure 

 



Personnel (staffing and training) 

 



Results and Indicators 



1. Each district must determine an individual who 
will be responsible for the district's entries to the 
Technology Readiness Tool (TRT). This person will 
usually be a district technology coordinator or other 
administrator. 
 
2. The district representative must request a user 
account for the Technology Readiness Tool 
at http://techreadiness.net. 
 
3. The State Readiness Coordinator will confirm the 
request for an account. When the account is 
confirmed, the new user will receive an e-mail from 
the TRT to set up a password for the account. 
 
4. Use the Montana User Guide and Worksheet 
to discuss and review each portion of the TRT before 
entering data. 

http://opi.mt.gov/groups/trt 

Please contact Colet Bartow 

State Readiness Coordinator 

(406) 444-3583  

cbartow@mt.gov 

http://techreadiness.net/
http://opi.mt.gov/groups/trt
mailto:cbartow@mt.gov




National Snapshot Dates 

Sunday, September 30, 2012 

Friday, December 14, 2012 
Friday, June 14, 2013 

Friday, December 13, 2013 
Friday, June 13, 2014 

Monday, August 18, 2014 



*This snapshot will be the most critical 

in terms of allowing OPI to calculate the 

most accurate amount to propose to 

the Legislature for technology funding. 

*Sunday, September 30, 2012 





Technology Requirements 

To help schools and districts make instructional technology purchases over 

the next two years, Smarter Balanced has developed new hardware 

purchasing guidelines. These hardware and operating system guidelines 

are meant to inform current and future purchasing decisions to ensure that 

new devices are compatible with the Smarter Balanced assessment system 

in 2014-15. 

Hardware Purchasing Guidelines (PDF) 

Hardware Purchasing Guidelines FAQs (PDF) 

http://opi.mt.gov/groups/trt/wiki/65f27/Smarter_Balanced_Assessment_Consortium.html
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/SmarterBalanced_NewHardwareGuidelines.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/SmarterBalanced_NewHardwareGuidelines_FAQ.pdf


http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/item-writing-

and-review/ 

 

Watch this video on ELA Selected Response, Constructed Response, 

Technology-Enhanced Item Design 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HDw8CB9grfI 

Item Writing and Review 
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Colet Bartow 

State Readiness Coordinator 

(406) 444-3583  

cbartow@mt.gov 
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